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A $375MM Illinois Plan Signs With a New
RKer 

The Church of the Brethren Benefit Trust (BBT) has chosen
Northwest Plan Services (NWPS) as its defined contribution
plan recordkeeper, NWPS president and CEO Tim Wulfekuhle
confirmed earlier this week. 

BBT is an Elgin, Illinois-based not-for-profit agency that reports
to the Church of the Brethren. The church itself is a 300-year-old
organization that lays claim to leading the way in Christian
discipleship. 

NWPS will oversee $375 million in retirement assets, covering
more than 400 participating employers and nearly 4,500
participants, as of June 2019. Todd Timmerman of RPA
Financial served as the plan's consulting advisor. Timmerman
did not immediately return a call for comment. 

The duty of recordkeeping for this 403(b) defined contribution
plan was previously held by Empower. An Empower
spokesperson was not immediately able to comment. 

"The plan is a multiple employer plan, though it had been
recorkept as 434 individuals plans," James Phillips, a
consultant for NWPS, stated in a release to 401kWire. Lynnae
Rodeffer, director of employee benefits at BBT, confirmed that
the plan will remain as a service to multiple employers, but will
undergo a consolidation into a true, single plan. 

"We serve different types of employers: congregations, retirement
facilities, educational systems," Roddeffer told 401kWire. "It
was difficult to get someone who could understand our needs." 

The move from Empower to NWPS was triggered by the plan
sponsor's need for more detailed recordkeeping reports. "[With
NWPS], we get to choose want we want. We are just really excited
about this partnership," Roddeffer said. 
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